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A quick note: This takes place right after Mulder  
says that he's "free" at the end of Closure, and  
he and Scully are heading back to the motel. 
 
Summary: this isn't like all the other times  
        this time it's different 
************************************ 
 
different 
by susan 
~~~~ 
you start to walk to the car 
her footsteps right beside you 
heels clicking on the pavement 
the same way they have so many times before 



 
but this isn't like all the other times 
no, this time it's different 
 
this time your own footsteps are lighter 
your thoughts clearer 
your heart calmly beating 
as you breathe in the cool night air 
 
you toss the keys to her 
and tell her to drive 
then sit in the passenger seat 
and sink down into the cushion 
 
are you sure you're okay, she asks 
and you nod your head yes 
 
she starts the engine 
then you close your eyes and remember 
 
how the strands of her hair 
felt between your fingers 
how she fit so perfectly in your arms 
how she looked up at you and smiled 



 
how she accepted you 
all of you 
 
your eyes still closed 
you remember all of it again 
 
the way she ran to you without hesitation 
the way her eyes sparkled 
as she gently touched your cheeks  
 
and you wonder 
if you've ever felt this loved before 
 
but then you open up your eyes 
and look over at the woman beside you 
and you know that you have 
 
you reach out and softly touch her arm 
i'm okay, you say quietly 
 
and though you aren’t ready   
to share with her what happened  
out in the woods tonight  



you know that in time you will 
 
she stops at the light then 
looks over at you the same way 
she has so many times before 
 
and you look back 
 
but this isn't like all the other times 
no, this time it's different 
 
this time you really are okay 
 
 
~end 
 
Thanks for reading. 
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