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never better 

by susan 

~~~~ 

 

what do you think she’ll be like, he asks 

placing his hand in the same spot  

he always puts it  

 

and just as she does every night 

she moves 

no, she kicks 

her tiny feet tapping out a message just for him 

 

it’s incredible, he thinks 

no, it’s more than that 

 

it’s everything 
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i just want her to be healthy, his wife replies 

placing her hand beside his like she always does 

 

and just as their daughter does every night 

she kicks harder 

 

she’s going to be strong like you, he says 

and determined like you, she adds 

 

he turns to kiss her 

then leans down and kisses her belly 

 

it really is everything, he thinks 

 

as he looks over at their christmas tree 

logs steadily burning in the fireplace 

snowflakes quietly falling outside the window 

 

any day now their child will be born 

a child he thought he’d never have 

 

a beautiful little girl with blue eyes like hers  

and brown hair like his  

 

who will change their lives in ways  

he’s not sure he’s prepared for 

but that he can’t wait to experience 

 

you okay, she asks 

his cheek now pressed against her belly 

her fingers stroking his hair 

 

he closes his eyes then 



the warmth from the fire washing over him  

as he feels a new flurry of kicks  

tapping out another message for him 

 

gently tapping a response in return 

he smiles 

 

never better, he replies 

 

 

~end 

 

Happy holidays, and thanks for reading. 

Drop me a line sometime at touchstone98@tx.rr.com 

 

Originally posted December 2020. 
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